
1 
 

ALL-IN Campus Democracy Challenge 
2018 Action Plan 

 
Overview 

 
Santa Clara University is engaging its student body to register to vote, gain resources about the variety 
of ways to vote, learn about the election process, participate in election-related events, and vote on 
November 6, 2018 for the 2018 Mid-Term Elections. 
 

Goals 
 
As a participating institution in the ALL-IN Campus Democracy Challenge, Santa Clara University has the 
following goals: 

• Provide students with information about how to register to vote in California and all other 
states. 

• Provide students with resources about the variety of ways to vote including voting as an 
absentee, voting in another state, and voting while abroad. 

• Provide students with programs and resources to learn about the election process, candidates, 
and issues of interest during this election season. 

• Provide students with a campus polling location so they have an accessible place to vote on 
Election Day. 

 
Elements 

 
Santa Clara University’s action plan for the ALL-IN Campus Democracy Challenge is comprised of the 
following elements: 

• Voter Registration: The Associated Student Government (ASG) will be staffing voter registration 
tables at Benson Memorial Center on weekdays during the spring quarter and fall quarter. At 
the voter registration table, ASG leaders will provide students with resources on how to register 
to vote and share resources about how, when, and where to vote as well as resources about the 
election process. 

• New Student Orientation: For all new students enrolling at Santa Clara University this fall, the 
Center for Student Involvement—which runs New Student Orientation—will present voter 
registration information at appropriate times during Orientation sessions in July and September, 
have a full-page information sheet with registration instructions in the Bronco Book (a print 
resource guide shared with all new students and parents), have California voter registration 
applications available at appropriate check points during Orientation sessions, and encourage 
new students to register to vote online during their required Tech Training (if time allows). 

• Parent Orientation: For all parents and other family members attending New Student 
Orientation with their daughters and sons, the Center for Student Involvement will present 
voter registration information at appropriate times during Orientation sessions in July and 
September, have a full-page information sheet with registration instructions in the Bronco Book 
(a print resource guide shared with all new students and parents), and have California voter 
registration applications available at appropriate check points during Orientation sessions. 

• Welcome Weekend & Weeks: In addition to New Student Orientation, the Center for Student 
Involvement also oversees Welcome Weekend and Welcome Weeks which is a month of 
programming to help transition new students to the campus and to college in general. Voter 
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registration information and resources will be included in the Welcome Weekend and Weeks 
print booklet and mobile app. Both the booklet and mobile app have a calendar of events so 
voter registration deadlines and Election Day will be listed. 

• Off-Campus Housing Orientation: ASG will collaborate with the Off-Campus Housing Office to 
integrate a voter registration presentation into Off-Campus Housing Orientation for students 
living off campus during the 2018-19 academic year. Also, ASG will include an informational 
postcard with registration instructions in welcome packets distributed to off-campus students. 

• Commuter Student Welcome Reception & Lounges: The Center for Student Involvement—which 
has commuter student support as part of its portfolio—will integrate a voter registration 
presentation into the annual Commuter Student Welcome Reception that takes place during the 
first week of the new academic year. Additionally, the Center for Student Involvement will have 
a stack of information sheets with registration instructions and a stack of California voter 
registration applications available at the formal commuter lounge in Graham Hall as well as the 
informal commuter lounge in Shapell Lounge. 

• Class Presentations: The Center for Student Involvement will give brief presentations to select 
fall classes including the Emerging Leaders class for first year students, 3 sections of the Being a 
Bronco Seminar for first year students, and 9 sections of the LEAD Seminar for first generation 
students. Presentations will cover the basics of voter registration and share relevant resources. 

• Email Announcements: ASG sends to the student body a weekly email titled “This Week at SCU” 
and includes a variety of messages. During the spring quarter through the week of Election Day, 
ASG will include messages related to voter registration and elections (i.e. online resources, 
reminders, deadlines). 

• Online Resources: The details of this action plan as well as online resources will be hosted on the 
following website: https://www.scu.edu/csi/leadership/initiatives/voter. 

• Election Central: The east lobby of Benson Memorial Center—which is the student union—will 
have a booth that displays information about voter registration, mid-term election candidates, 
and California state-wide initiatives. 

• Campus Polling Location: Santa Clara University will aim to host a polling at either the Benson 
Memorial Center or Charney Hall (Law School building) on Election Day. This polling location 
would be for students and anyone else who lives in the 95053 zip code. 

• Absentee Drop Box: Santa Clara University will also aim to have an absentee ballot drop box 
available at the east entrance to Benson Memorial Center starting in October. Absentee ballots 
would only be for Santa Clara County. 

 
Planning Committee 

 
The planning committee for Santa Clara University’s commitment to the ALL-IN Campus Democracy 
Challenge is comprised of the following: 

• Tedd Vanadilok, advisor 
o Director, Center for Student Involvement 

• Tess Cartin, member 
o Civic Engagement Chair, ASG Community Development Committee 

• Erik Echeona, member 
o Senator, ASG Student Senate 

• Bjorn Thyrring, member 
o Senator, ASG Student Senate 

 

https://www.scu.edu/csi/leadership/initiatives/voter
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Although not on the planning committee, the following faculty and administrators are instrumental as 
consultants and resources: 

• Matt Cameron 
o Assistant Vice Provost for Student Life 

• Dennis Gordon, Ph.D. 
o Chair and Professor, Political Science Department 

• Sophia Neuhaus 
o Social Sciences & Government Information Librarian, University Library 

• Melan Jaich 
o Lecturer, Communication Department 

 
Calendar 

 
A calendar of fall events related to the 2018 Mid-Term Elections will be confirmed in the late summer. 
 

Contact Information 
 
Tedd Vanadilok, tvanadilok@scu.edu  
Director, Center for Student Involvement 
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