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Introduction  
 

 

Missouri Western State University is committed to democracy and voter enfranchisement. We 

aim to help students exercise their fundamental right to vote and encourage them to 

participate in their government. A nonpartisan voter campaign will bring vital resources to 

students and foster and environment of civil engagement. This action plan will act as a guide for 

the current voter engagement campaign and any that will be held in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Terms  
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Definitions of frequently used terms are included to provide a common understanding of terminology 
used throughout this document. 

 

 

Civic learning and democratic engagement is promoting the education of students for engaged 
citizenship through democratic participation in their communities, respect and appreciation of diversity, 
applied learning, and social responsibility.  

 

 

Civic engagement is any act intended to improve or influence a community through deliberation, 
collaboration, and reciprocal relationships and community-building.  

 

Democratic participation is civic engagement that involves democratic processes (e.g., when an 
organization puts a matter to a vote and there is democratic participation).  

 

Political engagement or political participation is civic engagement that emphasizes governmental 
institutions and/or power (e.g., voting in a local, state, or federal election).  

 

Voter registration is the process of successfully completing the application to be able to cast a ballot in 
an election.  

 

Voter education is the curricular and co-curricular activities offered to students and designed to 
facilitate civic learning and increase participation in elections.  

 

Voter enfranchisement is to admit to the privileges of a citizen and the right to vote.  

 

Voter turnout is the act of casting a ballot, in any manner (e.g., early, in person, absentee).  
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Action Plan  
 

Mission- To encourage students at Missouri Western State University to actively participate in 

their government and ensure they have access to the means by which they may exercise their 

right to vote.  

 

Vision- To increase voter participation at Missouri Western State University and foster an 

environment that is committed to democracy and voter enfranchisement. 

 

Purpose- An increase in voter enfranchisement will allow students to be fully represented 

within the government that makes the decisions that closely impact aspects of their lives. 

Aiding students in the voting process ensures a more legitimate and representative 

government. Further, a close connection between the university and community provides 

education and voter resources that everyone can benefit from.  

 

Goals- We aim to reach as many unregistered students as possible. We also hope to assist 

students who do not have the ability to travel to their voting districts to exercise their right to 

vote. Further, we hope to connect with Student Government, University administration, 

Registered Student Organizations, and community organizations to continue these efforts for 

future elections.  

 

Challenges- There is a culture of apathy on campus that leaves students disengaged, leading 

to an underrepresentation of students at the polls. Ensuring that all bureaucratic barriers are 

worked through will be essential to the success of all events. We must make sure that we go 

through the proper channels when planning activities. In addition, student apathy will be a 

challenge to overcome. Making sure that we seek students out, rather than simply setting up a 

registration table, will be essential. 
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Guiding Principles  
 

 

 

Comprehensive  

Activities should focus on local, state, and federal elections; include election and 

non-election related programming; and be politically neutral. Activities should focus on 

registering, educating, and turning out student voters.  

Continuous  

Activities should occur every semester or term of every year, not just during an 

election cycle.  

Integrated  

Activities should be curricular and cocurricular.  

Intentional  

Activities and goals should have a clear purpose.  

Pervasive  

Activities should occur across campus and reach all students.  

Deep  
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Activities should not be marginal or add-ons. They should be embedded in the 

curriculum and co-curriculum of the campus and tied to the institution’s learning outcomes.  

Innovative  

Activities should improve existing efforts and include new and original ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Summary  
 

 

 

 

Who: This Action Plan is developed by Kaylee Sharp.  

What: The Action Plan is aimed to act as a guide for planning voter engagement events. It is 

meant to supplement any further planning of events for voter engagement.  

Where: This Action Plan is developed for Missouri Western State University.  

When: This Action Plan is effective for the 2018-2019 academic year.  

How: This Action Plan will be implemented through events hosted by entities on and off the 

Missouri Western campus.  
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Leadership  
 

 

 

1) This project is to be overseen by the Campus Election Engagement Project Fellow 

(CEEP), advised by the Political Science Department.  

2) The chair of this working group is Kaylee Sharp. 

3) The CEEP Fellow will be taking the lead on all activities. Other entities will act as means 

to accomplish our goals. They will help to plan events, donate funds, and facilitate the 

success of the events, under the supervision of the campus Fellow. 

4) Participants in the voter engagement projects will be volunteers from various 

organizations on and off campus.  

5) Group members will be responsible for helping to ensure voter registration is completed 

properly and assist in all voter engagement events.  

6) Any student organization, so long as it is nonpartisan, is encouraged to participate in the 

voter engagement project.  

7) Partners for this project and their contact information will be outlined later in this 

document.  
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Commitment  
 

 

 

1) The Missouri Western Student Government has passed a Senate Resolution, stating its 

commitment to democracy and voter enfranchisement. The Vice President for Student 

Affairs and University President’s office have expressed support for the project. 

 

“Missouri Western is committed to working together to reduce apathy, increase 

engagement, and graduate civic-minded students prepared to solve the country, 

and the world’s, most pressing challenges.” 

-Shana Meyer, Vice President for Student Affairs 

 

2) There is not a culture of civic engagement at Missouri Western. There are student 

organizations that work to increase engagement but there is not a pervasive culture on 

throughout campus.  

3) The Student Government resolution marks a strong commitment to civic engagement. 

Further, the External Relations Committee within the SGA is tasked with performing 

activities to promote our mission of voter enfranchisement. Missouri Western is apart of 
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the ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge. Missouri Western received a bronze seal for 

achieving between 50% and 59% voter turnout.  

4) The ALL IN for Democracy Challenge helps to monitor turnout for elections. In addition, 

the CEEP Fellow will follow up with all students who register or pledge to vote, to 

measure the effectiveness of the programs.  

5) American Government is a general education course that fulfills a requirement by the 

University.  

6) There are many student organizations that are actively engaged in government. These 

organizations will co-sponsor events on campus that work to widen the scope of civic 

engagement and encourage all students to participate.  

 

 

 

 

 

Goals  
 

 

 

LONG-TERM GOALS  

1) Increase the number of registered voters at Missouri Western to 90% by 2028.  

2) Increase student voting rates to 75% by 2028.  

3) Incorporate civic and democratic engagement into the general education curriculum by 

2020.  

 

SHORT-TERM GOALS 

1) Register at least 200 students to vote and educate them on election procedures.  

2) Train student leaders on Missouri voter registration procedures and to fill out voter 

registration forms.  

3) Incorporate voter registration in the American Government and University 101 

curriculums by the end of this year.  
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Reporting  
 

 

 

 

1) This Action Plan will be shared with the following people: 

a. The Missouri CEEP Director, Jacob Wilson  

b. The MWSU CEEP Advisor, Dr. Edwin Taylor 

c. MWSU VP for Student Affairs, Shana Meyer  

d. SGA Administrative Coordinator, Jessica Frogge 

e. SGA President, Austen Hall  

f. SGA Director of External Relations, Engoma Fataki  

g. MWSU Student Governor, Paul Granberry III  

2) This Action Plan will be made public by publishing it on the SGA website, with the 

information from the ALL IN for Democracy Challenge.  

3) A press-kit will be sent for all CEEP voter engagement events to the Griffon News and to 

local news sources for community wide events.  
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Evaluation  
 

 

 

 

1) The evaluation is meant to gauge the effectiveness of programs and MWSU’s 

commitment to civic engagement. The CEEP Fellow and campus organizations will be 

able to use these evaluations to better programs for the future.  

2) The evaluation will be given to the Missouri state CEEP Director, VP for Student Affairs, 

and the SGA President.  

3) The evaluation is to be carried out by the CEEP Fellow.  

4) The evaluation is to be completed within one week of the election.  

5) The evaluation will be completed by contacting the students that pledged to vote, 

registered, and requested absentee ballots. A survey will be sent to every student at 

MWSU to find out who voted. The ALL IN for Democracy Challenge will report to MWSU 

exact poll numbers.  

6) The information collected from the evaluation will be compared to numbers from CEEP 

events and analyzed accordingly.  

7) The results of the evaluation will be shared with all necessary entities and be made 

public through the SGA website and Griffon News.  
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Partnerships 
 

Organization  Contact  
Campus Election Engagement 
Project (CEEP) 

Kaylee Sharp  
Ksharp5@missouriwestern.edu 

Student Government 
Association 

Engoma Fataki 
efataki@missouriwestern.edu 
Jessica Frogge 
jfrogge@missouriwestern.edu 

MWSU Vice President for 
Student Affairs 

Shana Meyer 
slmeyer@missouriwestern.edu 

MWSU Office of External 
Relations 

Kim Sigrist 
ksigrist@missouriwestern.edu 

MWSU Student Governor Paul Granberry III 
pgranberry@missouriwestern.edu 

MWSU Political Science, 
Economics, and Sociology 
Department 

Dr. Edwin Taylor 
Etaylor8@missouriwestern.edu 

Pi Sigma Alpha  Kaylee Sharp  
Ksharp5@missouriwestern.edu 

Residential Life  Nathan Roberts 
Nroberts4@missouriwestern.edu  

Center for Student 
Involvement  

Isaiah Collier  
icollier@missouriwestern.edu 

Legal Studies Association (LSA) Britane Hubbard 
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Bhubbard1@missouriwestern.edu 
Politics Club  Rachel Gonzalez 

Rgonzalez2@missouriwestern.edu 
Our Democracy Spring Voter 
Project  

Andrea Cole  
andrea@ourrevstloe.org 

Women of the Future Lydia Boatwright 
lboatwright@missouriwestern.edu 

Modal Arab League Kaylee Sharp  
Ksharp5@missouriwestern.edu 

History Society  Evan Banks  
Ebanks1@missouriwestern.edu 

Philosophy Club Leo Grantham  
lgrantham@missouriwestern.edu 

MWSU Center for Student 
Success and Academic Advising  

Derek Evans  
Devans4@missouriwestern.edu 

 

Events  
 

Voter Registration 

● Do You Like Piña Coladas?  

o National Voter Registration Day  

o September 25th 12pm-2pm  

o This event will be a luau themed voter registration drive. Will be set up in the 

student union, handing out piña coladas, registering students to vote, and 

getting students to pledge to vote.  

● Voter Registration Week  
o October 1st-5th 11am-2pm 
o Each day of the week Registered Student Organization will volunteer to work 

voter registration tables in various buildings on campus.  
o The table in the student union will have a photo booth with printable pictures 

that will be hung as commitments to vote in the upcoming election.  
o Students will be trained on the process beforehand and supervised by a member 

of our CEEP team.  
● Constitution Day  

o September 17th 10am and 7pm  
o Voter registration tables will be present at both speaker events held that day.  

● High School Voter Registration  
o September 24th-28th  
o Members of Pi Sigma Alpha will go to area high schools and register students to 

vote.  

CEEP Action Plan 15 
 



 

● NonPAWtisan Voter Registration  
o October 4th  
o Women of the Future will co-sponsor this event.  
o Dr. Kovacs will bring her therapy animals to encourage voter registration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● Home Sporting Events  
o Volunteers will work voter registration tables at home sporting events.  
o Football: 

▪ September 22nd 7pm – Northeastern State – Family Day  
▪ September 29th 7pm – Washburn – Griffs Give Back Game 

o Volleyball  
▪ September 28th 5:30pm – Nebraska, Kearney  
▪ September 29th 1pm – Fort Hays 
▪ October 5th 7pm – Pitt State  
▪ October 6th 3pm – Central Oklahoma  
▪ October 9th 7pm – William Jewell  

● Homecoming Week Kick-off 
o October 7th 
o Volunteers will work voter registration tables at the Homecoming Week Kick-off.  

● University 101 Classes  
o Date TBD 
o Volunteers will attend University 101 classes and register students to vote.  

 
● Political Science 101 Classes 

o Dates TBD 
o Volunteers will attend Political Science 101 classes and register students to vote.  

 

Voter Education 
 

● Pizza and Politics  
o Phase 1:   

▪ Date TBD 
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▪ a community wide event hosted by various entities on campus and Our 
Democracy Spring Vote Project. We will be providing pizza and 
information about candidates and the upcoming election in any district.  

o Phase 2:  
▪ November 1st 5pm 
▪ an event in the residence halls, partnered with Residential Life, to 

educate students on the election rules and resources for them on 
election day.  

o To remain nonpartisan, volunteers will be trained to give voters platforms for 
every candidate that is running in their districts and information about their 
polling places.  

o Our goal for this event is to clarify any questions before the election, give people 
the opportunity to make an educated decision when voting, and inform people 
of their resources on election day.  
 

● Candidate Forum 
o Date TBD 
o Phase 1: Missouri State Senate  
o Phase 2: Missouri State House of Representatives  
o This event will be in partnership with Pi Sigma Alpha. 
o We will host a large, community wide event that will allow participants to 

engage with those running in the upcoming election.  
o We will be hosting open discussion between local candidates and the community 

to educate them on the issues in the upcoming election.  
o We will also be giving information on election day procedures. 

 

Get Out the Vote 
● Absentee Ballot Party  

o October 25th 11am-2pm 
o We will help students order their absentee ballots to their place of residence in 

St. Joseph.  
o This event will be Wizard of Oz themed--- There’s No Place Like Home 
o A photo booth will be available for students to order their ballots.  
o We will get the contact information for all the students to order ballots through 

us. We will use this information to follow up with them and help to send them 
back, should they need. 
 

● Election Day Resources 
o November 6th  
o The President’s Office, through the External Relation budget, has funded free 

transportation to and from the polls.  
 

● One Vote Film Screening  
o October 30th  
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o Partnership with SGA 
o We will be screening a documentary that tells the stories of diverse voters and 

encourages people to get out and vote.  
o This event will be a partnership between the Student Government Association 

and the CEEP.   
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